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Urban Context and Place
Part 1: Annotated Bibliography
James, C. E., & Saul, R. (2007). Urban schooling in suburban contexts: Exploring the 
immigrant factor in urban education. In International handbook of urban education (pp. 841-858). Springer, Dordrecht.
The authors in this study seek to find the educational issues faced by students by comparing students who live and go to schools in inner and outer suburban areas in Toronto. In their argument, the authors argue that recent immigrant students that live in the suburban areas often experience issues such as racialization, exclusion and marginalization. They suggest these issues ought to be addressed. To explore their study, the authors discuss suburban contexts and new or recent immigrants living in these suburbs by using Toronto as the reference. In their study, the authors investigate the experiences and lives of immigrant families regarding social and cultural capital they employ in their lives, how racialization impacts or influences the educational and schooling opportunities of these “suburbanites,” and the comparison of life in inner and outer suburban areas. In their conclusion, the authors suggest the need for educators to understand the student experiences as well as their cultural and social contexts where they live in order to develop educational programs that are tailored to meet the needs, aspiration and interests of these students. 
This article is credible as the authors have reputable credentials. Both are professors at the Faculty of Education at York University, Canada. They’ve authored several books and have written several publications that have appeared in top journal publishers. Their interests lie in areas of cultural identity, race and ethnicity exploration.
This article is useful in the topic of this week’s reading because it provides a detailed perspective of urban context and relation to education and schooling.
Hudley, C. (2013). Education and urban schools. The SES Indicator, 6(2).
https://www.apa.org/pi/ses/resources/indicator/2013/05/urban-schools
The author in this article expounds on the much ongoing debate about the poor academic performance from the students in urban, minority groups and coded schools. According to the author, the urban public schools are full of students who indicate that they are from families that are at or near the poverty level. The author argues that education is used as a tool to escape from poverty and reach the middle class. She observes that poor urban students in public schools receive insufficient education regardless of competing with the students from more advantaged middle and upper class. The author concludes that regardless of teachers in these “urban” schools possessing strong credentials, the teachers in these schools with high poverty levels are challenged by shortage of education supplies and learning materials which diminishes the student achievement and engagement.
The author of this article holds a PhD in Education Psychology from the University of California, Los Angeles. She is currently serving as a professor of graduate school of education at University of California. Her research interests are in areas of ethnic minority children, inequality in public education and children's risk for school failure. She has written many academic articles that have appeared in major journals such as Journal of Educational Psychology®, Psychology in the Schools and Developmental Psychology. These credentials make the article credible and relevant in the current study.
This article is relevant to the reading topic in understanding education and student academic achievement in the context of “urban” schooling particularly in high poverty urban public schools.
Parker, L., Kelly, M., & Sanford, J. (2005). The urban context of schools and education: 
Community, commitment, and change. Educational Theory, 48(1), 123. 
The authors in this article explore the urban context of schools and education. According to them the urban public schools are affected by structural factors related with race, ethnicity, lack of wealth resources, demographics of language and lack of employment opportunities. The authors found that the majority of teachers in urban public schools have very few resources available and tend to have less control over curriculum compared to other teachers in suburban areas.  The authors suggest solutions to address problems facing public schooling in urban context including addressing the structural inequalities and providing sufficient resources.
Jayminn Sanford is a professor in the Education department at Temple University. Michelle Kelly is a Lecturer in World Literatures in English in the Faculty of English, University of Oxford. Laurence Parker is a professor in the Department of Educational Leadership & Policy at the University of Utah. These authors have written numerous articles and published multiple journal and scholarly articles making their authority credible.
This article is useful and relevant to the current topic on education in perspective or urban context.
  Kim, S., Mazza, J., Zwanziger, J., & Henry, D. (2014). School and behavioral outcomes 
among inner city children: Five-year follow-up. Urban education, 49(7), 835-856.
The authors use data of 424 children collected for a longitudinal study (SAFE Children) to investigate the behavioral, social outcomes and long-term school of children living in the poor neighborhoods of Chicago. The study utilized data from seven selected public schools in Chicago. The researchers attempted to investigate whether the neighborhood and individual/family factors were useful in explaining behavioral problems of children as well as poor reading scores and repeat grade. The authors found that neighborhood factors contributed significantly even beyond family factors and thus suggested developing ecological interventions focused in improving the academic and behavioral outcomes of the children living in poor neighborhoods.
The authors are credible and have acquired PhD from respective Universities. Currently they serve as professors and assistant professors at the University of Illinois Chicago. They have written numerous journal articles and scholarly articles that have been published in reputable journal houses.
This source is relevant to the topic reading in the field of education as it explores the factors in family and urban neighborhoods and how they influence the academic engagement and achievement of children living in these neighborhoods.
Part 2: Quote analysis
“Today, we still find that the quality of rural and urban schooling differs in significant ways and, added to that variability, that a relatively higher quality of school is found in suburban areas” (Johnson, 2011, p. 31).
This quote was spoken by Johnson (2011) on understanding the context of urban. The tone of the quote is quite serious indicating that Johnson needed to emphasize the implications of urban neighborhoods on educational opportunities and outcomes. This quote implies that the family roles and communities’ practices such as segregation in urban schools have a significant impact on the quality of education offered in these urban schools.
Part 3: Reflection
While reading this article I came to find that my understanding for urban life was actually all different from what it really means. I have always understood urban to mean a place in towns or large cities. However, reading through this article I have found that the definition of urban is wide and it does not just imply space and place but rather it also refers to the value of people’s designation, their potential and position in the world. So far, I understand that urban context covers wide attributes associated with large cities and towns. Urban neighborhoods and communities are used to best explain urban context and place. 
Urban context covers cultural, social and human factors or elements that constitute practices among different groups in the society. Urban context includes the families who have economic and social privilege, those who lack these privileges as well as those with large amounts of resources to support those provided by schools and those who depend only on urban schools to provide their children with academic empowerment. While reading this article I have come to understand that place in terms of urban context comprises different factors including where people spend most of their time, what exactly is the purpose of using spaces where they live and how individuals create a trajectory for their families and themselves within where they live and outside their space. In other words, place in urban context means different locations and spaces such as cultural and social backgrounds, home, families and economic factors.
This article's main idea seems to be about urban education and urban schools and how students’ behaviors and academic achievement is influenced by family factors and the urban neighborhoods where they live. While I was reading this article, I came to note that understanding   schools in urban context is directed at the limitations of urban schools in creating or rather providing students with a better environment for academic engagement and achievement. Reading through this article I got excited when I found that studying urban contexts is important in addressing exactly who constitutes urban and ways in which families and children can negotiate place and space. Finally, I am glad that the author mentioned that understanding urban and place can help in transforming schooling and education to help students in urban public schools to perform better and improve academically. 
 




